A group of key stakeholders was then
assembled to thoroughly evaluate the
issue and report their findings. This
working group was composed of research
scientists, educators, fishermen, marine
conservation interest groups and ocean
management agencies. The working group
concluded thaDavidson Seamount met
the criteria for sanctuary designation laid
out in the National Marine Sanctuaries
Act. A majority of the group recom-
mended that its inclusion in the MBNMS
be further considered in the development
of a draft management plan for the sanctu-
ary. The MBNMS Advisory Council
concurred with these findings and recom-
mended that NOAA move forward with
the process of inclusion of Davidson
Seamount in the MBNMS. NOAA is
currently considering these recommenda-
tions.

Vermillion crab (Paralomis verrillj dangling from
yellow sponge (Staurocalyptus sp.)

How Can | Get Involved?

The public opportunity for formal comment
about this and other issues will occur during
the hearings on the Draft Management Plan
and Draft EIS, scheduled for release in
Spring, 2005. However, comments on this
and other management plan issues may be
sent to the Sanctuary Program at any time.

Additional Resources

To send email comments or learn more
about the Davidson Seamount Action Plan,
go to:
http://sanctuaries.nos.noaa.gov/jointplan

To learn more about Davidson Seamount
and other seamounts, visit the SIMoN
website at:
http://www.mbnms-simon.a@y/sections/
seamounts/overviephp?sec=s

To learn about a recent expedition to
Davidson Seamount, go to:
http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/explorations/
02davidson/davidson.html
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Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
299 Foam Street

Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 647-4201
www.montereybay.noaa.gov

. What M akes Davidson Seamount Differ-
Dawdson Seamount ent From Other Seamounts?

Davidson Seamount is located 75 miles
(120 km) southwest of Monterey (See

What IsA Seamount?
Seamounts are underwater mountains
with steep sides rising over 3,280 feet ~ Map). Itis 26 miles (42 km) long and 8
(1,000 meters) above the surrounding ~ Miles (13 km) wide. From base to crest,
seafloor. There are over 30,000 seamountdPavidson Seamount is 7,874 feet (2,400
in the Pacific Ocean alone, yet remark- M) tall, yet the top still sits 4,101 feet
ably, less than 0.1% of the seamounts in (1,250 m) below the sea surface.
the world have been explored.

Conservation Qualities: Davidson Sea-
Studies that have been conducted over ~ mount is the largest seamount in the
seamounts indicate that seamounts func- Western Pacific Ocean and is one of the
tion as “oases of life,” with higher species largest seamounts in the world. No sea-
diversity and biomass found on the mounts are currently protected by sanctu-
seamount and in the waters around it than ary status in the United States. The sea-
on the seafloor. Seamounts rise up high in mount is home to fragile, large, coldwater
the water column, creating complex coral colonies with some species several
current patterns influencing what lives on hundred years old.
and above them. Seamounts also provide
substrate (a location for attachment)
where organisms can settle and grow.
These organisms provide a food source
for other animals. Scientists have found
that seamounts often provide habitat to
endemic species, species found only in a
single location.
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There are several seamounts located just
beyond the boundaries of the National
Oceanic and Atmoshpheric
Administration’s (NOAA) Monterey Bay
National Marine Sanctuary (MBNMS).
These include Gumdrop, Pioneer, Guide
and Davidson Seamounts .

Davidson Seamount and Sanctuary Boundary
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